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Welcome to the first edition of our Council Newsletter. I 
hope to have enough information to make this a monthly 
publication. There’s a lot of information in this first issue 

and I didn’t expect it to have as many pages as it does but I 
kept thinking of things to add and it kept growing.

Our Council Website is a little restricted on what I can add 
and how things are laid out.  The newsletter gives me more 

freedom to be able to add more content. Hopefully as I 

continue to do this I’ll get better at it. And as far as the 
name goes I called it Knightly Knews cause it had to be 
called something and I couldn’t think of anything better.

If you have any suggestions of things to put in the 
newsletter send me an email.

                                                                Thanks,
                                                                Gary
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MEET OUR NEW FAITH 
FORMATION DIRECTOR J IMMY P.

I sat down with new fellow Knight and Faith Formation 
Director Jimmy Perkins to find out a little bit more about 
him. Here’s what he had to say.

GS.	
 So how long have you been a Knight?

JP.	
 I’ve been a 3rd degree Knight since 2002 and 
received my 4th degree in 2010.

GS.	
 Why did you become a Knight?

JP.	
 I joined the Knights while I was at Oklahoma State.        
St. Johns University Parish is the Catholic ministry to the 

staff, students and families of Oklahoma State in Stillwater. I 
joined the council there for fellowship with some of the 
other students.

GS.	
 Are you married?

JP.	
 Yes, my wife Gina and I have been married since 
2007.  We have two little girls, Lillian age 4 and Lauren age 1.

GS.	
 What are you and your wife doing as a family to 
encourage Lillian and Lauren in the faith?

JP.	
 We attend Mass regularly and have prayer time 
together.  We are also involved in TOTUS TUUS which is a 
Catholic youth program dedicated to sharing the Gospel and 

promoting the Catholic faith through Catechesis, 
Evangelization, Christian witness and Eucharistic worship. We 
are also involved in Pro-Life activities and attend the annual 

March for Life in Washington, DC every year.

GS.	
 How long have you been a Youth Director?

JP.	
 I’ve been involved with education and youth 

ministry since 2007 at St. Joseph Catholic Church & School in 
Muskogee, Oklahoma. I started at St. Michaels at the end of 
August.

GS.	
 What brought you to Texas and St. Michaels?

JP.	
 My wife Gina finished getting her Ph.D and we were 
looking for someplace that would offer her more job 
opportunities in a larger market. Muskogee is kinda small and 

isn’t near a large metropolitan area. The DFW area was a 
good fit as we have family in the area.	


Fellow Knight Jimmy Perkins joins the St. Michael staff as 
the new Faith Formation Director.



GS.	
 What are some of your goals now that you’re 
here?

JP.	
 To promote a dynamic youth ministry and 

establish a program that will outlast myself. I’ve hired a 
new Youth Minister,  Vince Leujan. Vince was the former 
Youth MInister at St. Thomas Aquinas in Pilot Point and 

most recently the coordinator of youth music ministry 
over at St. Monica. I’m going to bring in an 
administrative assistant and I also want to take the 

young adults on a Pilgrimage to the National March for 
Life in Washington, DC in January.

GS.	
 So you’ve been here for a while now, what are 
your impressions of St. Michaels so far?

JP.	
 I love it. I’ve received overwhelming support 
from both Fr. Sal and Fr. Art as well as the whole Parish.

So there you have it. I would like to thank Jimmy for 

sitting down with me and letting me interview him for 
this article. I speak on behalf of all the Knights in saying 
that we wish him the best in his new position here at 

St. Michaels.

The goal of TOTUS TUUS is to help young people develop their relationship with Jesus Christ so that there is an 
intimate friendship whereby he may lead them to the Father by the power of the Holy Spirit. To accomplish this, we 
emphasize a devotion and love for our Lord in the Eucharist and for Mary our Mother. We strive to help young 
people understand their faith through catechesis so that they may live it in today’s world. We do this in such a way 
that it is fun for both teachers and youth alike. A TOTUS TUUS teacher helps to make the faith real to the youth as a 
way of life and love and not simply as a set of rules and obligations. 

INTERVIEW CONT.



This month we take 
a look at three of 
our Council 
Officers. The 
positions they hold 
and their duties.
Trustees - There are three Trustees in each 
Council, titled as 1 Year Trustee, 2 Year 
Trustee, and 3 Year Trustee. They oversee the 
financial transactions of the Council, review 
all bills and financial reports and audit the 
Council's financial records semi-annually. The 
past GK normally assumes the 3 year 
position immediately after his GK term.  The 
trustee is expected to have in-depth 
knowledge of the running of the council, and 
be able to raise points of order (e.g., bylaws 
requirements). They are supposed to keep us 
out of trouble, particularly of the financial 
and ethical type. There is no specific division 
of responsibility among the three trustees. 
Their jewel is the Crossed Key and Sword, 
which represents their financial authority. It 
is suspended from a green ribbon. 

1 YEAR TRUSTEE

JOHN CAUSEY IS OUR 1 YEAR TRUSTEE. 
HE’S BEEN A COUNCIL MEMBER SINCE 
2000. HE STARTED OUT AS DEPUTY GK 
WHICH HE HELD FOR 2 YEARS, AFTER 
THAT HE WAS GK FOR 2 YEARS. WHILE 
HE WAS GK AND CHANCELLOR HE WAS 
ALSO THE  MEMBERSHIP DIRECTOR. IN 
2009 HE BECAME THE 3 YEAR TRUSTEE 
AND HAS PROGRESSED THROUGH TO 1 
YEAR. JOHN IS MARRIED. HE AND HIS 
WIFE NIKI HAVE 2 STEP SONS AND 3 

GRANDDAUGHTERS.

2 YEAR TRUSTEE

JACK CLAPP IS OUR 2 YEAR TRUSTEE. 
HE RECEIVED HIS 1ST DEGREE IN 
2005. HE HELD THE ADVOCATE 

POSITION FOR 2 YEARS, THEN HE WAS 
THE GK FOR 2 YEARS. HE BECAME THE 
3 YEAR TRUSTEE IN 2009 AND HAS 
PROGRESSED TO THE 2 YEAR. HE’S 

BEEN MARRIED FOR 32 YEARS. HE AND 
HIS WIFE BRENDA HAVE 3 CHILDREN, 
ERIN, MATTHEW AND ANDREW. JACK 

HAS BEEN ON THE ST. MICHAELS 
FINANCE COUNCIL SINCE 2009.

3 YEAR TRUSTEE

TOM NELSON IS OUR 3 YEAR 
TRUSTEE. HE’S BEEN A COUNCIL 

MEMBER SINCE 2000. HE STARTED 
OUT AS AN INSIDE GUARD THEN ON 

TO WARDEN FOR A YEAR. AFTER THAT 
HE WAS DEPUTY GK FOR 3 YEARS 

AND GK FOR A YEAR. TOM IS 
MARRIED. HE AND HIS WIFE MONICA 

HAVE TWO SONS ANTHONY AND 
MICHAEL WHO ARE BOTH MARINES..



Based on Church teachings, The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, 
Encyclicals of the Pope and issued 

papers from the Office of the Doctrine 
of the Faith, the following five issues 
concern actions that are intrinsically evil 
and must never be promoted by the 

law.

Intrinsically evil actions are those that 
fundamentally conflict with the moral 

law and can never be performed under 
any circumstances. It is a serious sin to 
deliberately endorse or promote any 

of these actions, and no person who 
really wants to advance the common 
good will support any action contrary 
to the non-negotiable principles 

involved in these issues.

The issues we are talking about are 
known as the 5 Non-Negotiables. They 

include Abortion, Euthanasia, Stem Cell 

Research, Human Cloning and Same Sex 
Marriage.

For the next 5 months we will look at 

each issue, what it consists of and what 
the church teaches us so that we can 
understand how they go against God’s 
teaching.

This month we look at Abortion.

PRO-LIFE NEWS
THE 5 NON 

NEGOTIABLES

ABORTION

EUTHANASIA

STEM CELL RESEARCH

HUMAN CLONING

EVERY HUMAN LIFE, FROM 
THE MOMENT OF 
CONCEPTION UNTIL DEATH, 
IS SACRED BECAUSE THE 
HUMAN PERSON HAS BEEN 
WILLED FOR ITS OWN 
SAKE IN THE IMAGE AND 
LIKENESS OF THE LIVING 
AND HOLY GOD. CCC 2319

SAME SEX MARRIAGE



ABORTION
ABORTION IS THE INTENTIONAL AND DIRECT KILLING OF AN INNOCENT HUMAN BEING AND 

THEREFORE IT IS A FORM OF HOMICIDE. 1.2 MILLION BABIES ARE ABORTED EACH YEAR IN THE U.S. 
(CDC 2009). ABORTION NOT ONLY KILLS THE CHILD BUT ALSO CAN CAUSE EMOTIONAL TRAUMA FOR 

THE MOTHER, THE FATHER AND ALL THOSE INVOLVED IN THE ABORTION. GOD’S FORGIVENESS IS 
GREAT AND ONE CAN TRULY BE RECONCILED AND HEALED THROUGH THE LOVE OF OUR SAVIOR JESUS 

CHRIST.

ABORTION is defined as the induced termination of the life of an embryo or fetus still viable in the womb of its mother.

Possibly no issue in modern times has been the subject of more heated debate and controversy, political dissension, religious 
polarity and sorrow among families as has abortion. It seems everyone - theologians, journalists, politicians, educators, 

parents, physicians - has some opinion, pro or con on the subject. As Catholics, we look to our Church for support and 
guidance as we struggle to be a Culture of Life in a world that too often supports a Culture of Death.

QUESTION:	
 Why does the Church oppose abortion?

ANSWER:	
 Since the dawn of Christianity, the Church has believed and taught that the child in the womb is sacred, 
made in God’s image and likeness and so must be safe-guarded. She does so because she carries out the Lord’s 
commandment, “Thou shall not kill.” first proclaimed through Moses to the Chosen People and then in the writings of the 

early Church Fathers and continues to the present day.

QUESTION:	
 Do we really know when life begins?

ANSWER:	
 Actually, medical science does know; life begins at conception. At the precise moment when a male sperm 

and a female ovum unite, the fertilized ovum has its own unique code and identity that will last its whole life long. From this 
point on, it is simply a matter of its growth, not its kind. On the 7th day, it is planted in the uterus, its home until birth. By the 
17th day, its heart and blood cells are formed. By the 20th day, the brain stem and nervous system are formed. At 24 days, the 
heart begins to beat. At 6 weeks, it looks distinctly human; by 45 days, it has its own brain waves, which it keeps for life. By 7 

weeks it has all the internal organs it will have as an adult. B 9 weeks it can drink amniotic fluid. By 10 weeks all the organs 
are fully formed and will increase in size. In the womb, it will suck its thumb, hiccup, sleep, cry, feel pain and even recognize its 
own mother’s voce and heartbeat.

QUESTION:	
 Doesn’t the mother have a right to control her own body?

ANSWER:	
 Yes, she does have the right to control her own body. But, while the baby is in her body, the baby is not her 
body. The mother’s blood supply nourishes the unborn baby, but the baby itself is unique. Its DNA is entirely different from 

the mother’s; its organs are separate; its blood type may be different, its sex may be different. 

QUESTION:	
 Doesn’t every child have the right to a meaningful life?

ANSWER:	
 We all would hope that every baby be born beautiful and whole, perfect in every way. But some babies are 

not. Do their lives have no meaning? And what really is “a meaningful life”? Does it depend on beauty? health? wealth? 
strength? intelligence? And who should decide that one person’s life has meaning but not another’s? Should every 
handicapped or retarded person be killed at birth because he or she is not fully functional and therefore not fully human? 

God asks, “Was it not I, the Lord, who made them? Are they not all perfect in My sight?” If we all were “perfect,” would we 
ever have to be compassionate or patient, charitable or humble? We must not be so quick to dispose of what God has 
created for His glory and purpose. What we are tempted to see as curses, the Lord can turn into blessings.



ABORTION
QUESTION:	
 Is God’s forgiveness possible after an abortion?

RESPONSE:	
 Yes, we believe that Christ came to save sinners and everyone who sincerely repents will be forgiven. 
However, this is only part of the answer. To say that God forgives sin is not to say that all choices are good or that He gives 

us “permission” to sin. Some actions are intrinsically evil and therefore wrong. Women who rationalize that theirs is a 
“serious” reason and therefore they are justified in aborting, deceive themselves. Ironically, studies show that the main reason 
why women terminate a pregnancy is not medical risk, but inconvenience or “bad timing.” No, destroying an innocent human 

life - no matter how compelling the reason - is always wrong. No amount of justifying can make it otherwise.

QUESTION:	
 Will abortion always remain a part of our culture?

ANSWER:	
 The practice of abortion has existed since the beginning of time. But when Roe v. Wade became law in 

1973, abortions in the U.S. increased twelve-fold. Where laws protecting unborn life have been in effect, fewer abortions 
occurred. )Ref: The Alan Guttmacher Institute, 1999) Yes, some people will always break the law, but that is no reason for 
rejecting the validity or rightness of that law - whether it protects women, minorities or the unborn. Slavery was the law of 

our land for over 200 years. When it became illegal to own slaves, society adjusted. It educated its citizens as to the inherent 
evil that slavery was and the laws and eventually the culture changed accordingly. In time people realized that, though it might 
be profitable for a culture to support slavery, that alone did not justify its existence.

THE CATHOLIC CHURCH IS A PRO-LIFE CHURCH. ITS VOICE IS NOW AND EVER WILL BE, A CLEAR, 
PROPHETIC ONE, PROCLAIMING AND WORKING TOWARD A CULTURE OF LIFE. WE PRAY THAT THE DAY 
WILL COME WHEN EVERY CHRISTIAN DENOMINATION PROUDLY TAKES THE STAND THAT THE CHURCH 

HAS HELD FOR 2000 YEARS.



OUT AND ABOUT

REALLY, REALLY EARLY ON SATURDAY MORNING 
OCTOBER 13TH A FEW KNIGHTS AND PRO-LIFE 
MEMBERS BRAVED THE COLD DARKNESS AND MET 
AT ST. MICHAEL’S AT 2:30 AM. THEY TRAVELED 
OVER TO ST. ANN’S IN COPPELL AND SPENT AN 
HOUR BEFORE THE BLESSED SACRAMENT IN 
ADORATION. THEN THEY TRAVELED OVER TO 
SOUTHWESTERN WOMEN’S SURGERY CENTER 
(ALSO KNOWN AS AN ABORTION MILL) AND 
PRAYED THE ROSARY FOR ABOUT TWO AND A 
HALF HOURS PARTICIPATING IN THE 40 DAYS 
FOR LIFE CAMPAIGN. AROUND 7 AM THEY ALL 
WENT TO CINDY’S NY DELI FOR BREAKFAST.



UPCOMING EVENTS

NOVEMBER 
DINNER CREW

1. JEFF FRISON

2. RICO URBANI

3. CHRIS HAMM

4. BRIAN KURTT

Saturday 
December 1st

Eldorado      Country Club

LINKS OF INTEREST
1. HTTP://WWW.LIFESITENEWS.COM

2. HTTP://WWW.THEREASONFOROURHOPE.ORG

3. HTTP://WWW.CROSSINGTHEGOAL.COM

4. HTTP://WWW.VATICAN.VA/PHOME_EN.HTM

5. HTTP://RCSPIRITUALDIRECTION.COM/BLOG/

6. HTTP://WWW.BETHLEHEMSTAR.NET

7. HTTP://CWBS.ORG/FW/MAIN/HOME-446.HTML

8. HTTP://THESACREDARTS.ORG

7-11  PM.
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